October T, 1969

Fr, Joseph Ada
Chairman, Rights Committee
Constitutional Carvention

Dear Mr, Ada:

Nearly all the states formed since the oivil war have incluged (5
the rights of initiative, referendum and recall in their mti}t ne,

I think it is most important that these rights be guaranteed the
glectorate of Gusm forever, in the Constitution's billof righte, as
closely related to the right to petition,

The initintive is an electaral device whereby individuals or groups
propose stotutary legislation ar constituticnal smendment by securing
the signatures-of the requisite mmder of Woters end place the
moasure before the elsotorate for adoption or rejection, Five percent
of the voters are required cn the average for statutory measures and
108/ for tonotitutional amendwents. It is most often mandatory that
constitutional smendments be referred to the people. Any measure
or constitutional change passed by the people has privilegad status
aryl may not be repealed by the legislature,

The referendum is a mesns in which voters by petition farce
Submission to the whole electarate of a b4ll passed by the
legislature, The ruuber of voters’ signatures required is usually
less then for the initiative, but averages about 5% of the
registered voters or voters in the previcus general eleation.

’ﬁmmg‘n!linmumtnmtthnghumwbys:gmngpe‘bitm
voters may require a spesial elsction to determine whéther an official
shall be superseded before his term expires. It is my perscnal opinion
that about 10§ of the voters in the previous general elsction should
be required for the recall, in order to avoid undue pressure from
small but powerful minorities whilo still protecting the public's

basic right.



